On 9 February 2004, a team of officers, directed by Major General Antomo Taguba,
conducted the following mterview Major General Taguba was appointed as an
Investigating Officer under the provisions of Army Regulation 15-6, by Lieutenant
General David D. McKiernan, Commanding General of the Coahtion Forces Land
Component Command (CFLCC), to look into allegations of maltreatment of detainees,
detamnee escapes and accountability lapses, at Abu Ghraib, also known as the Baghdad
Central Confinement Facility (BCCF) The panel also mquired into traming, standards,
employment, command pohicies, and nternal polictes, concerning the detamnees held at
Abu Ghraib prison. Finalty, the panel looked 1nto the command climate and the
command and supervisory presence

The followmg persons were present

| MP, CFLCC - PMO, Interviewer
C - SJA, Interviewer

LTC 705™ MP Battalton, Interviewer
ILT HHC, 320" MP Battalion, Respondent
SSG , 27D30, CFLCC - SJA, Recorder

The mterview 15 summanzed as follows

My name 1s My social security number 15_1 am

currently the Headquarters Company Commander of 320" Military Police Battalion, at
Abu Ghraib BCCF I am Reserve [ was involuntanly transferred from the 305" Military
Police Company There, 1 was company commander for a short time, platoon leader, and
a squad leader prior to that For us unfortunate Reservist, they force you from the unit
you’re 1, to a unit that has a vacancy that’s deploying

My orders to the 320" are dated 27 November 2002 My role 1s basically to tramn for the
urut’s mission, prepare for deployment, manage supply motors But, as far as mission, 1
don’t have any operational responsibility for the confinement piece The operation aspect
falls to the S3, once we become operational I mamntain supply motors, and suppott of
headquarters company personnel After that, when 1t comes fime to re-deploy, then I put
together the re-deployment mece

My orders are dated November, but we conducled the change of command inventory 1n
January The first time I came to the unit was in January 1 fimshed up and drilled with
my old umit tn December, to wrap up administrative matters and duties that [ had with the
305", before reporting to the 320™ 1n January We call 1t “driling on a 1310 ” Basically,
you dnll with another unit for that month, 1f your command approves you to dnll with
another umt

When we got over here, we were at Camp Bucca, first Then, we moved to Abu at the
end of July - the 23", Our duties remaned the same
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It’s tough for me to address a lot of the traming - any traiming that occurred prior to us
leaving. I was there for one drill The dnil that I was there, was geared pnimarily toward
equipment mamtenance, licensing, and DRS trarming for S1 and inprocessing personnel.
The tramng that was conducted prior to that, I can’t comment on, because I wasn’t there
I have to assume that the unrt was trained on Internment/Resettlement Operations,
because that’s the unit’s mission. As part of the 305%, we did our annual traimng
normally with the 320", wiach always invoived IR Operations

Tramning was ongoing, because we constantly had to adapt to the mussion When we first
arnved, very little of what we did mvolved U.S. Army doctrine, becanse we took over a
Bntish established facility We had to fall into their program, which was a good bit
Gifferent from what we had tramned on So, we constantly upgraded and adapied to what
we were domg

Specific traimng, as far as mssion goes, I can’t address, because I’m not at those shift
change bnefs, guard mount brniefs, when they have that kind of ongoing tratning My role
1s more in the company area, than 1 the confinement area I do occasionally go down
there, only to talk to soldiers, to see how soldiers are going 1 never have any mput to the
soldiers on ground 1n the facilities, as far as the operational mission, here, because that’s
not my role, and 1 don’t want to step into something that runs counter to what they’ve
been told by the S3 or the Operattons Sergeant Major Because, 1t’s very confusing for
soldiers as 1t 1s to have a Company Commander, and an S3 and an Operations Sergeant
Major, because 1t’s like they have two masters They work for me, when they go home,
when they go to work, they work for someone else So, when I go into those areas, I
deliberately stay away from talking operations After we got on the ground here, that
training piece belonged to Operations, because they're the ones with their ear to the
ground They identify training needs, and address those needs as they go along Of
course, we conduct EQ, Sexual Harassment traiming, and Rules of Engagemen! traming

I do those preces

We did have a coupie of escapes Assaults? No, ] didn’t hear anything. After our
sttuation at Bucca, my guys are gun-shy about doing anything that would be considered
abuse IfI heard anything, I would immediately report that to the Battalion Commander
1t 15 the Battahon Commander’s responsibility to take actions, but if he didn’t, 1 would go
to then next higher commander or the 1G, to make sure the 1ssue 1s brought forth

Obviously, we could address 1t at my level from a UCMIJ standpoint But, in my personal
opinion, any issue that deals with abuse of detainees 15 not approprately handled at
company level

There 1s no policy, withholding junsdiction to the Battalion level for certain cases !
know where Tier 1A and Tier 1B are at  I'm not aware of any of the policies at the
prison [’ve been at the hard site one time



I’'m also responsible for motors, promotions, admintstration, food, clothes, water ~
everything but operations 1 don’t make up operations trammg. If the S3 asks me to tran
on something, I'll do that traming  But, as far as creating operational traming, that would

be outside my lane.

We just fimished traming the CJTF-7 Rules of Engagement, which were published in
December, 1 believe. We follow the standard theatre rules of engagement, which now
melude detainee preces, because of some 1ssues that bappened dunng some riots several
months ago We don’t publish or post a ROE different from the exasting CJTF-7 ROE,
We print 1t off directly as 1t 1s published, and post that at all the towers, guard posts,
the tents, etc.. There 1s no separate or alternate set of rules that we have within the
facility.

I think the latest Rules of Engagement more than adequately addresses what actions
should be taken with escaping prisoners, prisoners that are endangering the lives or safety
of MP’s or Coaliion personnel  And, we have a Battahon SOP, wiuch addresses rules of
mteraction, as far as dealing with detainees i general [ can’t think of anything that 1s
not covered in those two documents

We are void of military police personnel Each compound should have, I believe, 8
MP’s Most of our compounds have two, augmented by a clerk, a cook, and a supply
soldier We've lost 27 personnel to REFRAD, since we’ve come 1n theatre, and we don’t
get replacements for those folks We need E1 — E4 military police personnel

Non-MP personnel stand at the gate with a shotgun, they escort detainees on work details,
they conduct headcounts, go through the feeding procedures. A lot of the paperwork 1s
handled by the cooks, supply folk, MP’s, because we're short clerks So, everyone on the
ground 15 doing everything

These cooks, clerks, supply personnel work side by side with the MP’s since thus started.
Essentially, they’ve been on a “nght seat nde” from day one So, they know exactly
what MP’s do, because they’ve been there seen 1t, and watched 1t for months, before we
plug them mto a position Now, they’re locked 1nto those positions, because of therr
knowledge and the time that they’ve spent with MP’s n that role  There are always MP’s
at the compound with them 1don’t believe any of them work 1 Tier 1A or Tier 1B
They only work at Camp Gancy with Secunity detainees I've been to the hard stand,
once My soldiers don’t work with the M1 at all, so ] can’t address what their nussion 1s

My Battalion Commander 15 LTC— Isee LTC-evcral times a
day He lives nght across the courtyard from my CP It’s not uncommen for me to go to
lunch or dinner with lum, and I see tum at daily staff call

At staff call we discuss staffing The Operations goes through a rundown of the previous
day’s events — any r10ts, searches, contraband that was discovered, supply shortages,
feeding problems It’s like siting 1n on a mayor’s meeting at a village.



Issues that I’ve brought up are always handled within very short order We had a
Sergeant First Class (Promotable) that had an EO complaint, and he stepped outside of
what was outhined in he reprisal plan, and I recommended to LTC Phillabaum, that
UCMJ action be taken, and 1t was. A female soldier felt she was sexually harassed, and
the case was expeditiously handled, by the Battalion Commander.

The only 1ssues we’ve had at BCCF were a couple of escapes that happened early on. In
those instances things were identified that we need to do differently, and were addressed.
None of the escapes were the fault of my soldiers, specifically, but we did go back and
re-tram

The panel stopped, to discuss 1LT-statements

Frmished with their discussion, the panel gave lLT-a list of items, to be addressed,
and brought back on a Sworn Statement
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